
Phase 6 Phonics.  

Week 1:  ‘l’ sound spelt ‘le’ and  ‘el’ at the end of a word.  
 

Activity 1: What words can they think of with an ‘l’ sound at the end.  
Discuss that the ‘l’ sound can be spelt ‘le’ at the end of words.  
E.g. bottle, muddle, little.  
Investigate spelling patterns in words with the -le ending.  
Please see separate attached sheet ‘Phase 6 activity 1 word sorting –le’. 
Play word sorting game with words ending in -le. Sort them into words containing  
two different consonant letters between the vowel sound and the -le, e.g. buckle, purple 
a double consonant between the vowel and the -le, e.g.  bubble, puzzle 
a single consonant letter between the vowel sound and the -le. E.g. Needle, stable  
 

 Activity 2: Today have a go at spelling words with –le. For this you could use the list below of –le 
words or use words previously sorted in activity 1 and get an adult/or older sibling to say a word 
and have a go at spelling it.  Below is some guidance to help when spelling words with le. 
 
When spelling words the most common spelling of this ending is -le – especially after a short 
vowel (phonetic sound a,e,i,o,u) 
Strange but (often) true – if the letter before the ending has an ascender or descender, the ending 
is likely to be -le. With -le endings children can sometimes be confused over whether the 
consonant that comes before the -le should be doubled or not.  
They can usually work this out by thinking about whether the word contains a long or short vowel 
phoneme. ( ay,ea,ie,oa,ue)long     (a,e,i,o,u) short 
 If the word contains a short vowel phoneme – there will usually be two consonant letters 
between the vowel and the - le ending.  
When sound talking the word to write it, sometimes two consonant phonemes can be heard 
sample, twinkle. 
If only one consonant can be heard, it usually needs to be represented by a double letter as in 
apple, bottle, bubble or occasionally by a digraph or blend such as st in whistle or ck in prickle.  
If the word contains a long vowel phoneme then there is usually only one consonant phoneme 
letter between the vowel and the-le staple, beetle, doodle – no double letters needed. 
 

Activity 3- Revisit the ‘l’ sound spelt ‘le’ at the end of a word.  
Tell children that another spelling of this phoneme is ‘el’  
Make a chart like the one below and use the set of word cards below (you could print these or 
write them out). Ask children to read each word and put it in the correct place on the chart either 
‘le’ or ‘el’. 
Keep this chart as a reminder. 
Can you think of any more words? 

 
 

Activity 4 –  
Revisit that ‘l’ sound can be spelt as ‘le’ or ‘el’ at the end of a word 
Using outside space and a room. Label one side of the space ‘el’ and the other ‘le’ 
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Call out a word and ask children to run to the side which has the correct spelling for that word at 
the end. You could use words that children have already sorted previously or select some words 
from the lists below in activity 1 and 3. Children could have a go at writing the word if they are 
unsure which ending it is.  
 

Activity 5-  
Show children a list of words with the ‘le’ or ‘el’ missing off the list. 
Ask children to write these words and choose the correct ending. 
Reinforce ‘does it look right?’ and ‘have I seen this word before?’ 
Check spellings together. Say a word with either the ‘el’ or ‘le’ ending and ask children to write it. 
Practise applying the correct ending to the word and checking.  

 
 

Additional activity-  
Using a dictionary or books/ texts around the home or outside how many different ‘le’ and ‘el’ 
ending words can you find/think of? 
Add them to your chart you made earlier in the week.  
 
 

 

Activity 2 additional   –le  words resources 

able, ankle, idle,    

angle, apple, Bible,  

bottle,  cycle,   eagle,  

bangle,  battle, beetle,  

bottle,  buckle,  candle, 

castle, cattle, circle, 

couple, cradle, cuddle, 

dangle,  dazzle, double, 
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feeble, fiddle,  gentle, 

giggle,  Google, handle, 

humble,  icicle, jingle, 

jumble,  jungle, kettle,   

little, mangle,  marble, 

middle, mingle,  muddle,  

mumble,  muscle,  needle, 

nettle,  nibble, noodle, 

paddle,  pebble,  people, 

pickle, pimple,  poodle, 

puddle, purple, puzzle, 

ramble,  rattle, riddle, 

 ripple,  rumble,  saddle, 

sample, simple, single, 

stable, staple, table, 

tackle, tangle,   temple, 

tickle,  title,  treble,   

trifle,  triple,  tumble, 

uncle,  wiggle, wobble,  

prickle, tickle, trickle.  
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Activity 3 resources –le and –el word cards to sort 

 

 

Activity 4 -el words 

axel, angel, bagel,  

camel, cruel, easel,  

hazel,  jewel,   label, 

level, model, panel,   

pixel, towel, vowel, 

barrel,  cancel,   chapel,   

chisel, damsel, diesel,  

funnel, gravel, Hansel, 

kennel,  parcel,   pastel,   

swivel, tinsel, tunnel,   

travel, squirrel, channel, 

flannel,  kestrel,   quarrel,  

spaniel, caramel. 
 


